
I am writing to inform you of inclusion support that is available to you. This is available to all settings. There will be further support available targeted at those who did not receive Inclusive Early Years Funding [such as signing taster sessions]. 
All settings are already expected to deliver inclusive provision through core funding — IEYF funding has been made available to some to strengthen and extend this. It has been issued by DfE to enabling earlier, more consistent support for children, particularly those with emerging SEND. The focus is on whole‑setting, sustainable improvements, rather than funding provision for individual children. With this in mind the Government have targeted the funding towards settings with most disadvantaged and 3- & 4-year-old children. With the intention to impact most children with SEN. 
Many settings are using the funding to access staff training and modify their environments. 
Providers not in receipt of IEYF remain a vital part of the early years system, particularly in early identification of need and inclusive practice. With this in mind we have listed the support available to you……
Support available to smaller providers
Providers not receiving IEYF funding will continue to be supported through existing routes, including:
· SEN Early Years Inclusion Funding (SEN EYIF to support a child’s emerging SEND needs)
· Disability Access Funding (DAF)
· High Needs funding if a child in your setting has an EHCP

You can also access wider system support, such as:
· Best Start Family Hubs (including Best Start Inclusion Practitioners once in post)
· Early Years Stronger Practice Hubs (HEART) this will include advisers for childminders and group-based settings
· Early years SEND CPD– an initial package of free online training on SEND in EY will be available from September this year with a newly developed, more comprehensive package being rolled out from Sept 2027 .
· SENCo training (Level 3 free training available now)
· Natter Matters speech, language and communication recorded training was designed for childminders but is helpful for all (Natter Matters link)
· DfE Help for early years providers (meeting the needs of all children) 
· Area SENCo support and training Area SENCo shorts and advice from your Area SENCo. Childminders contact Jane Glassey -jglassey@solihull.gov.uk . This webpage has a range of guidance for you. 
· We are planning some signing taster sessions for you to attend and additional on-line recorded training. Further information will follow.
· Whilst Dingley’s Promise Inclusion Programme is closed, short webinars (links below) and resources remain available. Much of the advice in the low-arousal environment guidance can be provided at no extra cost. 

Environment, Dingley's Promise (youtube.com)
Learning Progress, Dingley's Promise (youtube.com)
Dingley's Promise Part 3: Partnerships and Collaborative Working - childcareworks.org.uk
Dingley's Promise Part 4: Strategies - childcareworks.org.uk

Last year we were able to distribute unspent DAF funds at the close of the financial year. We hope we can again distribute some funding to those settings who did not receive IEYF this year (if it is available). 

Thank you for all that you do to include young children with a range of additional needs. The termly child minder networks and SENCo briefing are also opportunities for you to find out about what is available to you and to ask others for advice. It is also an opportunity to celebrate with others. 

Many thanks

Lisa Morris
Early years team manager
lmorris@solihull.gov.uk 
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