
Event title: Online Termly Briefing 

Audience: Childminders, PVI settings, Schools 

Agenda: Local and national updates for the early years sector

Summer 2026

Leaders and Managers Briefing



2Agenda

Best Start in Life and Family Hubs

➢ Best Start in Life 

➢ Family Hub Network event 

➢ Supporting School Readiness with Peppa Pig!

➢ Transition to Reception

Inclusion and SEND

➢ SEND training and updates

➢ Inclusion: Anti-racist practice, language and belonging

Improving Quality and Practice

➢ Birth to 5 Matters

➢ Early Years Pupil Premium

➢ Ofsted Academy

➢ Stronger Practice Adviser Programme

Safeguarding Update

➢ Safer Sleep

Supporting Families

➢ Health Visitor liaison form

➢ Crisis and Resilience Fund

Workforce and Recruitment

➢ Solihull College Trailblazer initiative
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Best Start in Life
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Connecting Early Years with Family Hubs

Working in partnership to deliver Early Help, supporting families together through local services and 
strong networks
Working with children and families in the Riverside locality? [Dates for other Family Hubs coming soon!]
Join us for a look around and an informative session on

Monday 29th June, 6:30pm to 7:30pm at:

Riverside Family Hub
289 Bosworth Drive
Chelmsley Wood
Solihull
B37 5DP

Book Here: Connecting Early Years with Family Hubs: Riverside – Fill in form

https://www.solgrid.org.uk/eyc/training/special-events/
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/a6k249XpeM
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/a6k249XpeM
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/a6k249XpeM
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Government “School Ready” Campaign with Peppa Pig

• Article link - Nursery 
World - Government 
teams up with Peppa Pig

• Best Start in Life - Best 
Start in Life

• Muddy Puddle Parenting - 
YouTube

https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/content/news/government-teams-up-with-peppa-pig-to-help-parents-get-their-children-school-ready?utm_campaign=NW%20Update%2030%2F01%2F26%20-%20Images&utm_content=Government%20teams%20up%20with%20Peppa%20Pig%20to%20help%20parents%20get%20their%20children%20%27school%20ready%27&utm_term=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nurseryworld.co.uk%2Fcontent%2Fnews%2Fgovernment-teams-up-with-peppa-pig-to-help-parents-get-their-children-school-ready&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Nursery%20World
https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/content/news/government-teams-up-with-peppa-pig-to-help-parents-get-their-children-school-ready?utm_campaign=NW%20Update%2030%2F01%2F26%20-%20Images&utm_content=Government%20teams%20up%20with%20Peppa%20Pig%20to%20help%20parents%20get%20their%20children%20%27school%20ready%27&utm_term=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nurseryworld.co.uk%2Fcontent%2Fnews%2Fgovernment-teams-up-with-peppa-pig-to-help-parents-get-their-children-school-ready&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Nursery%20World
https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/content/news/government-teams-up-with-peppa-pig-to-help-parents-get-their-children-school-ready?utm_campaign=NW%20Update%2030%2F01%2F26%20-%20Images&utm_content=Government%20teams%20up%20with%20Peppa%20Pig%20to%20help%20parents%20get%20their%20children%20%27school%20ready%27&utm_term=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nurseryworld.co.uk%2Fcontent%2Fnews%2Fgovernment-teams-up-with-peppa-pig-to-help-parents-get-their-children-school-ready&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Nursery%20World
https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/content/news/government-teams-up-with-peppa-pig-to-help-parents-get-their-children-school-ready?utm_campaign=NW%20Update%2030%2F01%2F26%20-%20Images&utm_content=Government%20teams%20up%20with%20Peppa%20Pig%20to%20help%20parents%20get%20their%20children%20%27school%20ready%27&utm_term=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nurseryworld.co.uk%2Fcontent%2Fnews%2Fgovernment-teams-up-with-peppa-pig-to-help-parents-get-their-children-school-ready&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Nursery%20World
https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/content/news/government-teams-up-with-peppa-pig-to-help-parents-get-their-children-school-ready?utm_campaign=NW%20Update%2030%2F01%2F26%20-%20Images&utm_content=Government%20teams%20up%20with%20Peppa%20Pig%20to%20help%20parents%20get%20their%20children%20%27school%20ready%27&utm_term=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nurseryworld.co.uk%2Fcontent%2Fnews%2Fgovernment-teams-up-with-peppa-pig-to-help-parents-get-their-children-school-ready&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Nursery%20World
https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/content/news/government-teams-up-with-peppa-pig-to-help-parents-get-their-children-school-ready?utm_campaign=NW%20Update%2030%2F01%2F26%20-%20Images&utm_content=Government%20teams%20up%20with%20Peppa%20Pig%20to%20help%20parents%20get%20their%20children%20%27school%20ready%27&utm_term=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nurseryworld.co.uk%2Fcontent%2Fnews%2Fgovernment-teams-up-with-peppa-pig-to-help-parents-get-their-children-school-ready&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Nursery%20World
https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/content/news/government-teams-up-with-peppa-pig-to-help-parents-get-their-children-school-ready?utm_campaign=NW%20Update%2030%2F01%2F26%20-%20Images&utm_content=Government%20teams%20up%20with%20Peppa%20Pig%20to%20help%20parents%20get%20their%20children%20%27school%20ready%27&utm_term=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nurseryworld.co.uk%2Fcontent%2Fnews%2Fgovernment-teams-up-with-peppa-pig-to-help-parents-get-their-children-school-ready&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Nursery%20World
https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/content/news/government-teams-up-with-peppa-pig-to-help-parents-get-their-children-school-ready?utm_campaign=NW%20Update%2030%2F01%2F26%20-%20Images&utm_content=Government%20teams%20up%20with%20Peppa%20Pig%20to%20help%20parents%20get%20their%20children%20%27school%20ready%27&utm_term=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nurseryworld.co.uk%2Fcontent%2Fnews%2Fgovernment-teams-up-with-peppa-pig-to-help-parents-get-their-children-school-ready&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Nursery%20World
https://beststartinlife.gov.uk/
https://beststartinlife.gov.uk/
https://beststartinlife.gov.uk/
https://beststartinlife.gov.uk/
https://beststartinlife.gov.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCd3s7uNx1agUuqiQDHeJRgg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCd3s7uNx1agUuqiQDHeJRgg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCd3s7uNx1agUuqiQDHeJRgg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCd3s7uNx1agUuqiQDHeJRgg
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Starting reception and effective transition

Starting Reception | Early Years Toolkit

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/getting-children-ready-for-reception-supporting-effective-transition
https://startingreception.co.uk/early-years-toolkit/


7

SEND Training 

• Early Years SENCO 2026 | Best Practice Network

• Early Years Inclusion Programme - Dingley's 

Promise

https://www.bestpracticenet.co.uk/early-years-SENCO
https://www.bestpracticenet.co.uk/early-years-SENCO
https://www.bestpracticenet.co.uk/early-years-SENCO
https://dingley.org.uk/dingleys-promise-training/early-years-inclusion-programme/
https://dingley.org.uk/dingleys-promise-training/early-years-inclusion-programme/
https://dingley.org.uk/dingleys-promise-training/early-years-inclusion-programme/
https://dingley.org.uk/dingleys-promise-training/early-years-inclusion-programme/
https://dingley.org.uk/dingleys-promise-training/early-years-inclusion-programme/
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SEND updates 

Information on SEND Reform for those working in Early Years settings

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/699c0b479f2f510ba1d0ba2e/Information_Sheet_for_EY_settings__.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/699c0b479f2f510ba1d0ba2e/Information_Sheet_for_EY_settings__.pdf
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If you have any questions or want more information, please 

contact Charlotte Jones

charlotte.jones@solihull.gov.uk.

• Solihull Council’s Education Related 

SEND Strategic Activity | Solihull 

Metropolitan Borough Council

• SEND_Reform_Plan_Statement.pdf

mailto:charlotte.jones@solihull.gov.uk
https://www.solihull.gov.uk/children-and-families/solihull-local-offer/solihull-councils-education-related-send-strategic
https://www.solihull.gov.uk/children-and-families/solihull-local-offer/solihull-councils-education-related-send-strategic
https://www.solihull.gov.uk/children-and-families/solihull-local-offer/solihull-councils-education-related-send-strategic
https://www.solihull.gov.uk/children-and-families/solihull-local-offer/solihull-councils-education-related-send-strategic
https://www.solihull.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-05/SEND_Reform_Plan_Statement.pdf
https://www.solihull.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-05/SEND_Reform_Plan_Statement.pdf
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What does it feel like? How do you know?

Anti-racist practice with Liz Pemberton
She speaks plainly and powerfully about race, identity and belonging in early education. 
Drawing on her work as a nursery manager, consultant and mother, she challenges tick-box 
approaches and gets to what really matters, the stories children form about themselves, and 
the power of language, listening and psychological safety.

Building Anti-Racist Foundations - Liz Pemberton and Barnardo's SEEN - 

YouTube

Siren Films - Child Development Video-Based Training

Inclusion 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UMHY5AKkajg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UMHY5AKkajg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UMHY5AKkajg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UMHY5AKkajg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UMHY5AKkajg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UMHY5AKkajg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UMHY5AKkajg
https://www.sirenfilms.co.uk/
https://www.sirenfilms.co.uk/
https://www.sirenfilms.co.uk/
https://www.sirenfilms.co.uk/
https://www.sirenfilms.co.uk/
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Which description better supports 
understanding and belonging?

Scenario 1:

‘Lucas was very challenging today. He became 

disruptive and threw books all over the room. He 

refused to sit down, and shouted at the staff. Staff 

were unable to persuade him to come back inside 

when it was lunchtime.’

Scenario 2:

‘Lucas was very anxious on arrival today. His mum 

is seriously ill, and Lucas is extremely worried 

about her. As a result, he found it tricky to focus 

during the session, and became distressed because 

of a change to a planned activity. He went outside 

but found it hard to regulate himself, so was 

offered the option of eating lunch outdoors.’

Words Matter 
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Belonging begins with emotional safety and 

grows when children feel they matter. 

Mattering has two essential ingredients: 

➢ feeling valued (I fit)
➢ adding value (I’m important)

Places that are predictable, welcoming and 

responsive can become ‘mattering spaces’, where 

children reliably experience safety, recognition and 

opportunities to contribute. These spaces often 

provide a sense of routine that deepens a child’s 

trust in the world and cements their belief that they 

have a place in it. 

Belonging to mattering

Mattering in Early Childhood: Building a Strong Foundation for Life

https://developingchild.harvard.edu/resources/working-paper/mattering-in-early-childhood/
https://developingchild.harvard.edu/resources/working-paper/mattering-in-early-childhood/
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Birth To 5 Matters – Guidance by the 

sector, for the sector

https://birthto5matters.org.uk/
https://birthto5matters.org.uk/
https://birthto5matters.org.uk/
https://birthto5matters.org.uk/
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Early Years Pupil Premium 

How are you using evidence-based practice to support our most 

disadvantaged learners?

Early Years Pupil Premium | EEF

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/early-years/pupil-premium
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Ofsted Academy

Inspector training videos | GoToStage.com

https://www.gotostage.com/channel/ofsted-early-years-inspector-training-videos
https://www.gotostage.com/channel/ofsted-early-years-inspector-training-videos
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Early Years Stronger Practice Adviser Programme (DfE)

• Targeted support (SEND, disadvantage, Ofsted priorities)

• Coaching + practical guidance for leaders

• Up to 4 days adviser support

• Settings can opt in or LA can refer

Interested? 

• Speak to your Early Years Adviser or contact Early Years Enquiries
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Safer Sleep

• Solgrid - Safer Sleep Guidance

• Help for early years providers : Safer 

sleep

• Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS): 

Safer sleep requirements – Frequently 

Asked Question - Foundation Years

https://www.solgrid.org.uk/eyc/resources/safeguarding-and-welfare/safer-sleep-guidance/
https://www.solgrid.org.uk/eyc/resources/safeguarding-and-welfare/safer-sleep-guidance/
https://www.solgrid.org.uk/eyc/resources/safeguarding-and-welfare/safer-sleep-guidance/
https://www.solgrid.org.uk/eyc/resources/safeguarding-and-welfare/safer-sleep-guidance/
https://www.solgrid.org.uk/eyc/resources/safeguarding-and-welfare/safer-sleep-guidance/
https://help-for-early-years-providers.education.gov.uk/health-and-wellbeing/safer-sleep
https://help-for-early-years-providers.education.gov.uk/health-and-wellbeing/safer-sleep
https://help-for-early-years-providers.education.gov.uk/health-and-wellbeing/safer-sleep
https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/2026/04/early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs-safer-sleep-requirements-frequently-asked-question/
https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/2026/04/early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs-safer-sleep-requirements-frequently-asked-question/
https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/2026/04/early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs-safer-sleep-requirements-frequently-asked-question/
https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/2026/04/early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs-safer-sleep-requirements-frequently-asked-question/
https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/2026/04/early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs-safer-sleep-requirements-frequently-asked-question/
https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/2026/04/early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs-safer-sleep-requirements-frequently-asked-question/
https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/2026/04/early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs-safer-sleep-requirements-frequently-asked-question/
https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/2026/04/early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs-safer-sleep-requirements-frequently-asked-question/
https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/content/news/breaking-ofsted-to-include-safer-sleep-in-inspections-early-years-minister-olivia-bailey#Echobox=1780677969
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Health Visitor Liaison - Form update

Contacting Health Visitors

Do you want to talk to a health visitor about a child? 

With parental permission you can use the contact form on our solgrid/eyc website-

https://www.solgrid.org.uk/eyc/resources/learning-and-development/

[section: parents- Health visitor contact form]

https://www.solgrid.org.uk/eyc/resources/learning-and-development/
https://www.solgrid.org.uk/eyc/resources/learning-and-development/
https://www.solgrid.org.uk/eyc/resources/learning-and-development/
https://www.solgrid.org.uk/eyc/resources/learning-and-development/
https://www.solgrid.org.uk/eyc/resources/learning-and-development/


19

If you identify a family in need, you can signpost or support them 

to access the Crisis and Resilience Fund through the Solihull 

Here2Help website or local Community Advice Hubs.

Crisis and Resilience Fund (CRF) | Solihull 

Metropolitan Borough Council

https://www.solihull.gov.uk/here2help/crisis-and-resilience-fund-crf
https://www.solihull.gov.uk/here2help/crisis-and-resilience-fund-crf
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Solihull College – Trailblazer initiative [level 2 apprenticeships]

Supporting Entry into Early Years Careers

• Partnership between Solihull College and Solihull Council Skills & Employment Team

• Supports young people aged 18–21 who are not in education or employment

What’s involved?

• Provide work experience placements in your setting

• Opportunity to support future early years practitioners

Financial support for employers:

• Up to £5,000 incentive payment available

Additional Information:

• Training is potentially fully funded

• Learners must meet eligibility criteria

 Interested in supporting?

Contact: elaine.reeves@solihull.ac.uk 

Click here and watch the video 

approx.. 4.30- 6.56 is the Trailblazer 

section in this video 

mailto:elaine.reeves@solihull.ac.uk
Click%20here%20and%20watch%20the%20video%20at%204mins%2040secs%20to%20find%20out%20more
Click%20here%20and%20watch%20the%20video%20at%204mins%2040secs%20to%20find%20out%20more
Click%20here%20and%20watch%20the%20video%20at%204mins%2040secs%20to%20find%20out%20more
Click%20here%20and%20watch%20the%20video%20at%204mins%2040secs%20to%20find%20out%20more
Click%20here%20and%20watch%20the%20video%20at%204mins%2040secs%20to%20find%20out%20more
Click%20here%20and%20watch%20the%20video%20at%204mins%2040secs%20to%20find%20out%20more
Click%20here%20and%20watch%20the%20video%20at%204mins%2040secs%20to%20find%20out%20more
https://youtu.be/2s0-q9Rgydk?si=ulhv1A1VWinSp2Fp
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Contact us:

eyenquiries@solihull.gov.uk

0121 704 6150

Further information…

Save the date: Autumn Leaders and Managers briefing

Wednesday 16th September 2026

Join the Solihull Early Years SMS Text Service

mailto:eyenquiries@solihull.gov.uk
mailto:eyenquiries@solihull.gov.uk
https://www.solgrid.org.uk/eyc/training/leaders-and-managers-briefings/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=rgObbdmfb06EmZuschoIFP7tQp86cwpJhZk6pStz0jVURDBSVDkySVpNTlIxUVU5OTYyQ04wUEJSQy4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=rgObbdmfb06EmZuschoIFP7tQp86cwpJhZk6pStz0jVURDBSVDkySVpNTlIxUVU5OTYyQ04wUEJSQy4u&route=shorturl
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