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Stage 2: Identifying Your Provider Type

Not all childcare 
follows the 
same route

Registration 
depends on 
provider type

This stage 
helps you 

decide where 
you fit
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Who this pathway supports

Early years childcare

Children under 5

Provision that must register with Ofsted
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If this isn’t you

Some 
childcare is 

exempt

Some uses 
different 
registers

We will 
signpost 

you
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Early 
years 

provider 
types

Childminder (domestic 
premises)

Childminder (non-
domestic premises)

Group or school-
based provider
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Childminder – domestic premises

Individual registration

Own home

Self-employed
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Childminder: domestic premises 

EYFS for 
childminders

Statutory 
framework

Home-based 
context
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Childminder: non-domestic premises

Still a 
childminder

Individual 
registration

Non-
domestic 
building
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What this is not

Not a 
nursery

Not group 
registration

Childminding 
ratios apply
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EYFS for childminders (both routes)

Same statutory framework

Different environments

Flexible implementation
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Group or school-based provision

ORGANISATION-
LED

STAFF TEAM NON-DOMESTIC 
PREMISES
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EYFS and leadership responsibility

EYFS FOR GROUP & 
SCHOOL-BASED SETTINGS

MANAGER IN POST WHOLE-SETTING 
RESPONSIBILITY



Other childcare types

Nannies and home carers

Childcare in the child’s home

Usually exempt
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Holiday schemes and clubs

Usually, ages 5+
Different 
registers

Registration 
depends on how 

they operate
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Why these routes are different

EYFS 
may 
not 

apply
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Where do you fit?

Provision type Early years pathway

Childminder (domestic) Yes

Childminder (non-domestic) Yes

Nursery / pre-school Yes

Nanny / home carer No

Holiday club Usually no

Before/after school club Usually no
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What should you know now?

Your provider 
type

Whether the 
pathway 
applies

What happens 
next
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