
Event title: Online Termly Briefing 

Audience: Childminders, PVI settings, Schools 

Agenda: Updates and information

(local and from the wider Early Years sector)

Leaders and Managers
Briefing  
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Clickable links to 

resources and 

information are available 

on the PDF presentation 

slides. 

Document images are 

hyperlinked to the 

webpage

https://www.solgrid.org.uk/eyc/


3

Agenda
Local and national updates

• Department for Education

• Working with babies and toddlers

• Nutrition guidance

• Ofsted inspection consultation -
inclusion

• Play Matters

Business support

• Childcare works hub

• Recruitment flowchart

• Apprenticeships – Solihull college

Safeguarding updates

• Bright Beginnings – Birmingham/ Solihull 
Women's Aid

• Family helpline

• Online Safety

• Safeguarding scenario – whistleblowing

Training

• SSCP

• EY Team

• SEND

Any other business

• Wellbeing



Local and national updates
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Getting it right from the start: how early 

years practitioners work with babies and 

toddlers - GOV.UK 

Key findings include:

•The role of a key person is essential for young children.

•High-quality adult-child interactions are crucial from birth.

•More support is needed to help practitioners foster physical 

development in babies and toddlers.

•Practitioners holding qualifications at or above level 4 are more 

likely to demonstrate a higher level of knowledge and 

understanding about high-quality education and care from birth 

than those who hold a lower qualification

•Misconceptions and staffing challenges can hinder quality care.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/getting-it-right-from-the-start-how-early-years-practitioners-work-with-babies-and-toddlers/getting-it-right-from-the-start-how-early-years-practitioners-work-with-babies-and-toddlers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/getting-it-right-from-the-start-how-early-years-practitioners-work-with-babies-and-toddlers/getting-it-right-from-the-start-how-early-years-practitioners-work-with-babies-and-toddlers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/getting-it-right-from-the-start-how-early-years-practitioners-work-with-babies-and-toddlers/getting-it-right-from-the-start-how-early-years-practitioners-work-with-babies-and-toddlers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/getting-it-right-from-the-start-how-early-years-practitioners-work-with-babies-and-toddlers/getting-it-right-from-the-start-how-early-years-practitioners-work-with-babies-and-toddlers
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Babies - Further resources and information

▪ Click here to hear from Active Angels Day 
Nursery and their approach to helping children 
settle in to nursery.

▪ Responding to Babies’ Cries – A Guide for 
Early Years Educators – Foundation Years

▪ The Importance of Positive Interactions on 
Baby Brain Development – Foundation Years

▪ Listening as a way of life: Listening to babies

https://youtu.be/y9JvKV7CQps?si=nbTR6GhFNPs5D2xv
https://youtu.be/y9JvKV7CQps?si=nbTR6GhFNPs5D2xv
https://youtu.be/y9JvKV7CQps?si=nbTR6GhFNPs5D2xv
https://youtu.be/y9JvKV7CQps?si=nbTR6GhFNPs5D2xv
https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/2025/01/responding-to-babies-cries-a-guide-for-early-years-educators/
https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/2025/01/responding-to-babies-cries-a-guide-for-early-years-educators/
https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/2025/01/the-importance-of-positive-interactions-on-baby-brain-development/
https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/2025/01/the-importance-of-positive-interactions-on-baby-brain-development/
https://www.solgrid.org.uk/eyc/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2023/09/NO1620listening_to_babies.pdf
https://youtu.be/y9JvKV7CQps?si=x44jR2ox956-odj3
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 Thursday 22nd May 

 4:30 PM – 6:00 PM  

 Microsoft Teams

Free online event Get your 
tickets here

https://help-for-early-years-providers.education.gov.uk/health-and-wellbeing/food-safety
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-nutrition
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-nutrition
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/nurturing-nutrition-building-healthy-foundations-in-the-early-years-tickets-1345042200429?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/nurturing-nutrition-building-healthy-foundations-in-the-early-years-tickets-1345042200429?aff=oddtdtcreator


8 Ofsted inspection consultation and the early 

years inspection toolkit

https://youtu.be/9CUx-DaXU0I?si=NnWD4kgqELe1GIim
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67927d7dde39a2da43572d73/early_years_inspection_toolkit_draft_for_consultation.pdf
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Play Matters | Early Years Reviews

https://www.early-years-reviews.com/play-matters
https://www.early-years-reviews.com/play-matters
https://www.early-years-reviews.com/play-matters


Safeguarding updates

• Bright beginnings

• Reminders

• Online safety

• Sexual Abuse 
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To register your interest please get in 

touch via the email below:

earlyyears.facilitators@bswaid.org

Bright Beginnings

Bright Beginnings Programme BSWAID - news

mailto:earlyyears.facilitators@bswaid.org.uk
https://www.solgrid.org.uk/eyc/news/bright-beginnings-programme-bswaid/
https://www.solgrid.org.uk/eyc/news/bright-beginnings-programme-bswaid/
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Reminders

New posters promoting button battery safety – 
GOV.UK [link]

New posters promoting button battery safety provide 5 top 
tips to keep children safe.  Ensure that you and your 
community are aware of the risks to young children.
•button-batteries-poster-2025-print (PDF)

New permanent 
LADO, Kenny 

Edgar starts on 
Monday 2nd June 

2025

https://www.solgrid.org.uk/eyc/resources/safeguarding-and-welfare/
https://www.solgrid.org.uk/eyc/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2025/03/Safeguarding-Welfare-Contact-Numbers-March-25.pdf
https://www.solgrid.org.uk/eyc/training/safeguarding-training/designated-safeguarding-lead-dsl-briefs/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-posters-promoting-button-battery-safety?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=1504779a-2bd8-4c5b-90b0-5f46db11e894&utm_content=weekly
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-posters-promoting-button-battery-safety?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=1504779a-2bd8-4c5b-90b0-5f46db11e894&utm_content=weekly
https://capt.org.uk/button-batteries-understanding-the-risks/
https://www.solgrid.org.uk/eyc/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2025/05/button-batteries-poster-2025-print.pdf


14Online safety in early years
Online Safety in the Early Years | LGFL

https://lgfl.net/safeguarding/online-safety-in-the-early-years
https://www.solgrid.org.uk/eyc/resources/safeguarding-and-welfare/online-safety/
https://lgfl.net/sites/default/files/LgflNet/downloads/online-safety/posters/LGfL-DigiSafe-Poster-A3-Undressed.pdf
https://undressed.lgfl.net/home
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Sexual Abuse - CSAM (child sexual abuse material). 

A graph with different colored squares

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

What can we do about it?

• What training [SSCP & Events | CSA Centre] and 

information do you need to share with staff to 

continually develop their knowledge and 

understanding of risk to children

• How can you keep parents up to date with the 

risks? 

• How may you need to adapt your curriculum to 

support children's understanding of using devices 

and to never get undress near a device? 

Useful resources: 

• LGfL's Undressed song and animation is a good 

way to teach children never to get undressed near 

a device (and its camera)

• NSPCC resources - Pantosauras.

https://www.iwf.org.uk/ 

https://www.iwf.org.uk/annual-data-insights-report-2024/?utm_campaign=SafeguardED&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--0hngEynLj7Hf3i-SnpQrt-mOp1IUTsmv89DFJmpUMx8rlvGAb1dWV7AT78Llc5iePUZTDPpIj2i4kxtpAIfYU_TlhYR7fP6wBljr2PXxwIOQxgRY&_hsmi=361000334&utm_content=361000334&utm_source=hs_email
training.solihulllscp.co.uk/Course/CoursesDetailListing.aspx
https://www.csacentre.org.uk/events/
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/KxQnCY7vYIP6GJ6hZuPfxI0qQ?domain=viewonline.lgfl.net
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/Z_pQCZ8VGcyoOVoiXCGfBOI-v?domain=viewonline.lgfl.net
https://www.iwf.org.uk/
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Safeguarding Scenario: Whistleblowing

A nursery practitioner witnesses a colleague 
consistently ignoring children’s needs, such as not 

changing nappies regularly, leaving children in 
soiled clothes for long periods, or failing to feed a 

child on time. 

Questions to consider

1. What would you do immediately?

2. Would you record any of this, and if so where?

3. What actions would you take in the longer term?

4. If you felt that you needed to take further advice who would 

you speak to?

Horrifying moment toddler is slammed against the wall by nursery staff and force-fed while worker warns 'If you spit it out I will put it back in!' | Daily Mail Online

Horrifying moment toddler is slammed 

against the wall by nursery staff and 

force-fed while worker warns 'If you spit it 

out I will put it back in!' | Daily Mail Online

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m0029vnd
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-14599499/toddler-slammed-against-wall-nursery-staff-force-fed-worker.html#:~:text=Four%20employees%20at%20a%20Spanish%20nursery%20have%20been,slammed%20against%20a%20wall%20and%20force%20fed%20emerged.
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-14599499/toddler-slammed-against-wall-nursery-staff-force-fed-worker.html#:~:text=Four%20employees%20at%20a%20Spanish%20nursery%20have%20been,slammed%20against%20a%20wall%20and%20force%20fed%20emerged.


18Advice/what to do

▪ Follow your whistleblowing policy and procedure.

▪ Record the concerns,.

▪ Report to the DSL or manager immediately regarding these concerns.

▪ If your concern is not taken seriously you can report to the NSPCC 

whistleblowing line or Ofsted.

As a manager you should:

▪ Take these concerns seriously;

▪ Log the conversation and concerns;

▪ Investigate these concerns within the setting, following the whistle 

blowing policy and procedures, This may also include following your 

disciplinary policy and procedures.

▪ What actions do you take across the year to ensure staff are 

reminded of their responsibilities when caring for children?
Whistleblowing for employees: 

What is a whistleblower - GOV.UK

http://www.solgrid.org.uk/eyc/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2025/05/whistleblowing-for-educators.pdf
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/dedicated-helplines/whistleblowing-advice-line/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/dedicated-helplines/whistleblowing-advice-line/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/whistleblowing-about-childrens-social-care-services-to-ofsted/sharing-concerns-and-information-with-ofsted-about-childrens-social-care-services#whistle-blow
https://www.gov.uk/whistleblowing
https://www.gov.uk/whistleblowing
https://www.gov.uk/whistleblowing


Business Support

• A guide to the childcare works hub

• Recruitment support

• Simpler recycling and climate action
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Solihull College have a collection of students ready to complete their Level 3 Apprenticeship.

If you are interested in taking on an apprentice, or would like to find out more information, 

please contact Elaine Reeves at Solihull College.

Elaine.Reeves@solihull.ac.uk

Jenna.handley@solihull.gov.uk 

https://www.solgrid.org.uk/eyc/resources/leaders-and-managers/
https://www.solgrid.org.uk/eyc/resources/leaders-and-managers/recruitment-and-retention/
mailto:Elaine.Reeves@solihull.ac.uk
mailto:Jenna.handley@solihull.gov.uk
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Simpler recycling

https://youtu.be/oVhjEYlQOi
U?si=FboLuxG2cMQTdtoA 

https://youtu.be/oVhjEYlQOiU?si=FboLuxG2cMQTdtoA
https://youtu.be/oVhjEYlQOiU?si=FboLuxG2cMQTdtoA
https://youtu.be/oVhjEYlQOiU?si=FboLuxG2cMQTdtoA
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/simpler-recycling-workplace-recycling-in-england
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/sustainability-leadership-and-climate-action-plans-in-education


Training

• Early Years Team

• Solihull Safeguarding Children Partnership [SSCP]

• Heart Midlands Early Years Stronger Practice Hub



24Training: Early Years Team
SENCO Briefing

https://www.solgrid.org.uk/eyc/send/send-training-support/senco-briefing/
https://www.solgrid.org.uk/eyc/training/ey-settings-pvi-training/leading-and-managing-continual-improvement-part-12/
https://www.solgrid.org.uk/eyc/training/safeguarding-training/designated-safeguarding-lead-dsl-briefs/
https://www.solgrid.org.uk/eyc/training/safeguarding-training/8210-2/


25Training: Solihull Safeguarding Children Partnership

Neglect Roadshows 

Young people have produced a resource with some of the activities they took part 

in, so they can be used by Teachers, Youth Workers, and others working with 

young people to help raise awareness of neglect. The film is available here: 

Young Peoples Project - Neglect (Solihull) The resources and more information 

about neglect and the young people’s project are available here: Neglect – SSCP 

Children and Young People's page.

https://training.solihulllscp.co.uk/Course/CourseDescriptive.aspx?id=189
https://training.solihulllscp.co.uk/Course/CourseDescriptive.aspx?id=183
https://www.solgrid.org.uk/eyc/resources/safeguarding-and-welfare/neglect/
https://youtu.be/Z0HlmSe9T7g?si=pnriHeSkkZtEAq6J
https://www.safeguardingsolihull.org.uk/lscp/i-am-a-child-young-person/neglect/
https://www.safeguardingsolihull.org.uk/lscp/i-am-a-child-young-person/neglect/
https://training.solihulllscp.co.uk/Course/CourseDescriptive.aspx?id=187
https://training.solihulllscp.co.uk/Course/CourseDescriptive.aspx?id=158
https://training.solihulllscp.co.uk/Course/CoursesDetailListing.aspx
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https://youtu.be/EJM3d0l0-4A?si=7FC_YE2MZWBo1-aO

https://youtu.be/EJM3d0l0-4A?si=7AwEaseZwnYUpZaz
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/west-midlands-childminder-network-supporting-self-regulation-tickets-1028934259067
https://www.strongerpracticehubs.org.uk/hubs/wm/heart-midlands-eysph/join-our-hub
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Health in Mind | 5 ways to 

wellbeing

https://health-in-mind.org.uk/resources/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
https://health-in-mind.org.uk/resources/5-ways-to-wellbeing/


eyenquiries@solihull.gov.uk

0121 704 6150

www.solgrid.org.uk/eyc 

(Sign up to our Early Years text service)

Getting in touch 

Next Leaders and Managers Briefing:

28

mailto:eyenquiries@solihull.gov.uk
http://www.solgrid.org.uk/eyc
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