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Training Brochure 

www.solgrid.org.uk/eyc/training 

❑ Termly briefings (all)

❑ SchemaPlay: inclusion in practice (all)

❑ Leading and managing continual improvement (PVI settings)

❑ Leading a room (PVI settings)  

❑ Sharing Success (PVI settings)

❑ Network meetings (Childminders & schools)

http://www.solgrid.org.uk/eyc/training


Voice of the child
This year we intend to focus on the Voice of the Child – the different 

ways you ‘hear and see’ the children and families in your setting and 

how this is used to influence provision and practice.



Annual Setting Improvement 

Approach (SIA) visit 
Aimed at Early years and childcare providers/childminders, and 
maintained schools. 

How do the curriculum, pedagogy, assessment and setting 

procedures respond to the Voice of the Child?

The visit will include a: 

❑ leadership discussion 

❑ reflective walk around the setting 

❑ joint reflection/observation 

o What do you know about these children? 

o How do you continue to find out about these children? 

o How do you use that knowledge? 

At the end of the visit, we will ask you to evaluate the 

process and consider what you will action as a result. 



EY-SEND-ASSESSMENT-TOOLKIT-Printable-1.pdf 

(solgrid.org.uk/eyc)

https://www.solgrid.org.uk/eyc/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2023/07/EY-SEND-ASSESSMENT-TOOLKIT-Printable-1.pdf
https://www.solgrid.org.uk/eyc/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2023/07/EY-SEND-ASSESSMENT-TOOLKIT-Printable-1.pdf


Supporting children with SEND

❑ Expansion of DfE fully-funded, accredited Level 3 Early 

Years SENCO training offer (PVI and childminders)

❑ Dingley’s Promise: Voice of the child module 



Statutory Framework for the 

early years foundation stage

Effective from 04.09.23

• a change to the current statutory minimum staff:child ratios in 

England for 2-year-olds from 1:4 to 1:5;

• clarifying that childminders can care for more than the previously-

specified maximum of three young children, when caring for siblings 

of children they already care for, or when caring for their own child;

 

• clarifying that “adequate supervision” while children are eating 

means that children must be within sight and hearing of an adult. 



Ofsted Early Years 

Inspection Handbook 
September 2023 Ofsted updated: 

•how we judge safeguarding, including a definition of an open and positive 

culture of safeguarding

•what inspectors should consider when deciding if a provider has the capacity to 

improve

•who the inspection outcome may be shared with

•the link between the provider’s curriculum and the behaviours and attitudes of 

the children at the setting

•who can be present during meetings that take place on inspection

•an amendment in the quality of education judgement to refer to how 

practitioners and leaders use assessment to plan suitable activities



What should I expect from my learning walk? 

o What do you want children to learn in the prime areas?

o What are the knowledge and concepts you have decided are crucial 

for your children?

o How do you make sure that children build their knowledge step by 

step? 

Early Years in Schools 

➢ Communication and language

➢ Phonics

➢ Deep dives

➢ Insights from research

Ofsted videos: Early Years FAQs



Best start in life research  

Part 1: Setting the scene
Part 2: The 3 prime areas of learning 
Part 3: The 4 specific areas of learning 

The prime areas are interlinked. For example, more developed 

language and communication are associated with better emotional 

well-being. Children who are more physically active in the early years 

are better at regulating their emotions and achieve better in primary 

school.



Is your curriculum…? 

❑ Centred on emotional wellbeing

❑ Focused on developing language for all 

children 

❑ Clear about what you want the children to learn

❑ Unique to your setting

❑ Based on the cohort today 

❑ Progressive so that the enabling environment 

and experiences progress as the children do?

What is it we want for these children?

What do we want them to know and be able to do?

How do we want them to ‘be’?

What will make you feel confident that a child is 

doing well?

Or raise concerns?

How will we know that children are progressing- 

gaining knowledge, gaining skills? 

A child’s learning is secure if they show it 

consistently across a range of contexts. 

Children and educators play an active role in building a curriculum together through 

spontaneous and planned experiences.

A living curriculum recognises that even the most routine experiences of everyday life 

can become springboards for shared thinking, exploration and enquiry. 

A living curriculum must also enable children to revisit, apply and extend their interests 

and ideas over time. This enables children to build connections in their learning through 

a curriculum that weaves together child-initiated, adult-facilitated and adult-led 

experiences. 

Creating a curriculum with young children, Liz Chesworth and Elizabeth Wood 

What are the guiding principles to your curriculum 

approach? 

West Solihull Managers’ discussion group

❑ Rooted in PSED

❑ Knowing the children with a strong focus on parents 

influencing the curriculum

❑ Interest-led planning inspires conversation and leads 

to immersive opportunities 

❑ Secure knowledge of child development to 

understand how to support progression, such as 

independence skills 

❑ Whole setting approach, and cohesion across the 

rooms, is integral

❑ Knowing and understanding the intent of all aspects 

such as mealtimes, displays, the outdoor offer. Why do 

we do what we do? How does it benefit the child? 

Building a living curriculum



www.eif.org.uk/resource/early-years-library 

.

Supportive resources

Help for early years providers - Department for Education

http://www.eif.org.uk/resource/early-years-library
https://help-for-early-years-providers.education.gov.uk/


A Toolkit for Early Childhood Education and Care Settings

Inclusive Education for 

Refugee and Migrant Children 

This pack aims to support early educators 

to introduce important ideas and concepts 

about refugee experiences. We recommend 

implementing ideas using your knowledge 

and understanding of the children in your 

setting, and to introduce the themes with 

extreme care and sensitivity. 

The Educational Toolkit was inspired by the 

international event ‘The Walk’ which 

presented the journey of a 9-year-old Syrian 

refugee girl, who walked 8,000 km from Syria 

to the UK, seeking to be reunited with her 

mother in the United Kingdom.



Sign up 
Please keep water beads away from 

young children. They’re just not worth 
the risk.

https://www.annafreud.org/early-years/


eyenquiries@solihull.gov.uk

0121 704 6150

www.solgrid.org.uk/eyc 

(Sign up to our Early Years text service)

Getting in touch 

Next Leaders and Managers Briefing:
Wednesday 24th January 

mailto:eyenquiries@solihull.gov.uk
http://www.solgrid.org.uk/eyc
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