Mathematical vocabulary for Early Years
	Number for labels and counting /calculating

number names

lots

a lot

more

few

less

fewer

enough

How many?

count

nothing/zero

altogether

one more/ one less


	Shape, Space and measures

little, big, small

 Length

long, short, tall

longer, shorter, taller, higher

longest, shortest, tallest, highest

thick, thin

Mass

heavy /light

heavier, lighter

heaviest, lightest

Capacity

full /empty

holds



	Positional language

behind 

over, under

top, bottom 

side

on

in, out

outside, inside

front, back

beside, next to

between

up, down

backwards /forwards

through, slide, roll, move
	Reasoning about numbers or shapes

pattern 

puzzle

count

sort

match 

same different

	
	Measures – general

size

enough, not enough

too much, too little

too many, too few

nearly, close to, about the same as

just over, just under



	Time
days of the week

day, week

birthday, holiday,

morning, afternoon, evening

bedtime, playtime, dinnertime

today, yesterday, tomorrow

before, after

next, last,

clock, watch, hands
	2D shape / 3D shape
flat

curved, straight

round

corner, face, side, edge, end

sort

make, build, draw

Descriptive vocabulary for shapes – like a ball etc

2D/ 3D shape names




