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BEING ‘SECONDARY READY’ FOR LEARNING 

 

Practical skills: 

 Organising your school bag and uniform in the evening ready for the following day 

 Understanding how to put on a tie 

 Planning your time in the morning to ensure that you are punctual to school 

 Reading independently every day 

 Making sure you use the toilet at break and lunchtime and not during lessons 

 Drinking regularly to ensure that you do not get thirsty 

 Completing your homework on time, ideally on the day that it is set 

 Active listening, not just waiting for a pause so that you can ask a question 

 Working productively and constructively with a partner or a small group, making sure that 
everyone takes equal roles and responsibilities 

 Using social media sensibly, remembering that everything you post or send could be saved and 
shared 

 Reading a map of a building to help you to find your way around 

 Managing money so that you are able to make healthy and sensible break and lunchtime 
choices 

 Looking after your personal belongings carefully and mindfully 

 Go to bed at a reasonable hour as secondary school can be very tiring 

 Keep a copy of your timetable in your blazer pocket and another one at home to help you plan 
for the day ahead and for homework 

 Look up secondary school timetables on google to see what your day might look like. At Langley, 
we have a 2 week timetable so your lessons will be different every day for two weeks at a time 

 Get involved with clubs at school and helping teachers out as a way of helping you feel like you 
belong 

 Have a practical pencil case to help hold all of the equipment required 

 

Emotional skills: 

 Having the confidence to ask for help when you need it 

 Knowing that different subject teachers may have slightly different routines and expectations 

 Making new friends, showing an interest in people you meet  

 Accepting difference and diversity as something to be celebrating and a chance to learn more 

 Knowing when it is appropriate to be quiet and when it’s good to talk! 

 Using social times productively to get some fresh air, enjoy time with your friends and avoiding 
challenging situations  

 Resolving disagreements with your friends by showing empathy and forgiveness 

 Only speak kind words 

 Good manners will get you far 

 A smile brightens everyone’s day 

 Being nervous is normal 

 Be ready to help wherever you can 

 Embrace every opportunity that comes your way 

 Being proud of who you are, understanding that whilst you will want to fit in, you do not have to 
change your identity 
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  SUBJECT SPECIFIC SKILLS 

 

English 

 Read a variety of different genres 

 Contribute to class discussion and debate 

 Plan and edit your writing 

 Read what you write 

 Be able to write in a range of different styles 

 

Maths 

 Learn your times-tables 

 Always be ready for a challenge 

 Try to do 10 minutes if Maths every day 

 Make sure you have the right equipment, including a Maths set and a calculator 

 Show your workings out 

 

Science 

 Have the patience to unpick questions 

 Learn facts carefully 

 Be safe in the Science lab, tucking your chair in so that it is not a trip hazard 

 Notice things in the world around you and ask why 

 Follow instructions for a Science experiment carefully 

 

Humanities 

 Be able to read basic maps 

 Understand what chronological order is 

 Be open to accepting other people’s values and beliefs 

 Understand how to use different sources 

 

Modern Foreign Languages 

 Finding out about the countries where German and French are spoken all over the world 

 Looking at these countries on a map, so they can see where they are placed in the world and also 
looking at the physical features of these countries 

 Talking and finding out about typical French or German foods and maybe trying out a recipe 

 Using Linguascope.com -username Langleysch / password berlin- to go to the Elementary section 
to go to the French and German sections and learn greetings and numbers-numbers would be 
extremely useful! 

 Practising memorising things like the names of major towns or cities in French and German 
speaking countries and learning the spellings, or names of foods in the language. 

 Practising listening skills-how well can they listen to information and report it back without making 
notes? 



Arts 

 Draw from objects directly in front of you 

 Flatten down your pencil to create smooth tonal shading 

 Be prepared to work with others; co-operate and compromise when working in groups 

 When performing, transform into another character vocally, physically and emotionally 

 Listen to a wide variety of music from all different times in history and all around the world 

 Pick out and comment on key features of the music, including the instruments, dynamics and 
tempo 

 Put together moves in a sequence to create new dances or interpretations of existing dance 

 

Technology 

 Be prepared for theory work as well as practical 

 Be safe in the Technology workshops. Understand the importance of Health & Safety – possible 
hazards and controlling risks, cross contamination and basic food hygiene 

 Understand importance of creating more than one idea as a solution to a problem. 

 Measure accurately and be able to use a ruler to measure and draw lines. 

 Listen carefully to safety instructions 

 Take an interest in how things are made 

 Stay safe online 

 

Physical Education: 

 Packing your bag to include PE kit 

 Being able to put your PE kit on 

 Listening to others  

 Working as a team 

 Accept constructive criticism 

 Setting personal goals 

 Learning how to cope with winning / losing 

 


