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Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) Guidance for Educational Settings in Solihull 

 

1. Introduction 
1.1. During the Covid-19 pandemic, the use of PPE in educational settings has been considered closely as a means to prevent transmission of the virus.  
1.2. Local PPE guidance for educational settings has been approved and plans are in place to assure supplies to schools.  

 

2. PPE Guidance for Educational Settings 
2.1. This is our current policy (based on national guidance) to ensure we protect our staff and members of the public that we have contact with against the 

transmission of COVID-19.  In the event that the required PPE is not available staff should not put themselves at risk.  This guidance is designed to cover 

the majority of scenarios that staff will be involved in. 

2.2. It is key that a dynamic risk assessment using professional judgement and infection control knowledge is used to decide on the appropriate level of PPE 

when delivering services within close contact (within 2 metres) to ensure we protect the safety of the public and our staff. For example the following 

should be considered: 

 Is the individual or a member of their household on the list of those who require shielding? 

 Is the individual able to communicate their health symptoms in an effective way? 

 Does the individual have capacity to understand the importance of communicating their health symptoms? 

 Does the individual have a history of not telling staff about their symptoms? 

 Does the individual have the capacity to understand social distancing? 

2.3. The above should be considered alongside the presence of a new persistent cough and/or high temperature to decide if PPE should be worn. 

2.4. PPE guidance for educational settings is as follows: 

 

Setting Context Hand hygiene 
for at least 20 
seconds or  
use hand 
sanitizer 

Disposable 
Gloves 

Disposable 
Plastic 
Apron 

Disposab
le fluid 
repellent 
coverall/
gown 

Surgica
l mask 

Fluid-
resistant 
(Type IIR) 
surgical 
mask 

Filtering 
face piece 
respirator 

Eye/face 
protection^ 

Schools and Early Years 
Provision 
 

General contact 
throughout the 
school day including 
where a 2m distance 

Yes 
 

Regular 
handwashing 

No No No No No No No 
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Setting Context Hand hygiene 
for at least 20 
seconds or  
use hand 
sanitizer 

Disposable 
Gloves 

Disposable 
Plastic 
Apron 

Disposab
le fluid 
repellent 
coverall/
gown 

Surgica
l mask 

Fluid-
resistant 
(Type IIR) 
surgical 
mask 

Filtering 
face piece 
respirator 

Eye/face 
protection^ 

PPE is not considered 
necessary if the stay-at-
home guidance is being 
followed by people with 
symptoms. 
For staff working in 
educational settings, please 
see this guidance. 

is not possible 
and/or there is 
physical contact 

with soap 
and water 
for at least 
20 seconds is 
the safest 
option.  

School and Early Years 
Settings 
 
If a child or young person 
becomes symptomatic and a 
2 meters social distance 
cannot be maintained, the 
child/young person should 
be isolated within the setting 
and an accompanying staff 
member should use the 
specified PPE. 
For staff working in 
educational settings, please 
see this guidance. 

Education and Early 
Years provision 
where there is 
contact with a 
symptomatic 
child/young person 
when a 2m social 
distance cannot be 
maintained  

Yes Yes Yes No No Yes No Risk assess – 
to be used 
where there 
is an 
anticipated/li
kely risk of 
contaminatio
n with 
splashes, 
droplets or 
blood or 
bodily fluids 
 

School/ Early Years settings 
National guidance link  
 
*Direct Care – hands-on care 
activities that take place 
within 2 metres such as help 
with washing, toileting, 
dressing, oral care and 

Nappy changing/ 
Direct care* 
 
 

Yes Yes Yes 
 

No No Subject to 
risk 
assessment 

No Risk assess – 
to be used 
where there 
is an 
anticipated/li
kely risk of 
contaminatio
n with 
splashes, 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-social-distancing-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-social-distancing-in-education-and-childcare-settings
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Setting Context Hand hygiene 
for at least 20 
seconds or  
use hand 
sanitizer 

Disposable 
Gloves 

Disposable 
Plastic 
Apron 

Disposab
le fluid 
repellent 
coverall/
gown 

Surgica
l mask 

Fluid-
resistant 
(Type IIR) 
surgical 
mask 

Filtering 
face piece 
respirator 

Eye/face 
protection^ 

feeding, assistance with 
medication or walking 
 

droplets or 
blood or 
bodily fluids 

Special Schools  
 
*Direct Care –hands-on care 
activities that take place 
within 2 metres such as help 
with washing, toileting, 
dressing, oral care and 
feeding, assistance with 
medication or walking 

Direct care* of 
children and young 
people during the 
school day 
 

Yes Yes Yes No No Subject to 
risk 
assessment 

No Risk assess – 
to be used 
where there 
is an 
anticipated/li
kely risk of 
contaminatio
n with 
splashes, 
droplets or 
blood or 
bodily fluids 

^This may be single or reusable face/eye protection/full face visor or goggles 

 

3. Guidance for ‘donning’ (putting on) and ‘doffing’ (taking off) personal protective equipment (PPE) 

 
3.1. Donning (putting on) PPE 

Any PPE required should be put on in the following sequential order:  
 
1. Apron  

2. Facemask  

3. Eye protection  

4. Gloves  
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For each item of PPE required, follow the process as outlined below: 

 

 

 

3.2 Doffing (removing) PPE 

Any PPE used should be removed in the following sequential order:  

1. Gloves  
2. Apron  
3. Eye protection  
4. Facemask  
 

The following process should be followed paying particular attention to hand hygiene: 
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Each piece of PPE should be disposed of securely within disposable rubbish bags. These bags should 

be placed into another bag, tied securely and kept separate from other waste. This should be put 

aside for at least 72 hours before being put in the usual waste bin.  

Service based risk assessment will determine when and where it is appropriate to remove PPE and 

where waste PPE should be stored before being disposed of.  

Please see donning and doffing video to support this guidance: https://youtu.be/-GncQ_ed-9w  

 

4. Process for accessing PPE for Educational Settings 
4.1. PPE supplies should be procured from usual sources where possible. For Solihull state 

funded schools (academies and maintained schools), emergency PPE supplies can be 

requested from Solihull Council. This does not apply to private, voluntary or independent 

early years settings or schools. 

4.2. The following flowchart shows the request process for schools: 

 

https://youtu.be/-GncQ_ed-9w
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4.3. PPE enquiries and requests from schools should be sent to seis@solihull.gov.uk  

 

5. Communication flowchart for this guidance 
5.1. The communication process for this guidance is below: 

 

6. Frequently Asked Questions on PPE in Schools 

 
6.1. Why does the general guidance for SMBC staff differ from the specific guidance for 

schools for situations that appear to be similar? 

Government guidance on PPE for schools (and health and social care) is far more precise 

than guidance for other settings and states that the scientific advice indicates that 

educational staff do not require personal protective equipment.  The SMBC policy is in line 

with national guidance where available and where it is unclear a higher level of PPE is 

advised.   

 

6.2. The table refers to the need to do a risk assessment in certain circumstances to determine 

whether masks or eye protection is required.  What sort of risks should be taken into 

account? 

 Masks are used to protect other people from the wearer.  If you are going to be in close 

personal contact with a particularly vulnerable child with an underlying health condition 

you should consider wearing a mask.  

 There may be a greater risk of splashing when changing nappies if a child has diarrhoea.  

 Individual behaviour e.g. spitting 

 

6.3. I have some face masks and gloves at home, can I just use these to undertake my work 

with members of the public? 

The SMBC PPE guidance framework has been established on the basis of staff utilising 

accredited and ‘in-date’ PPE to carry out their work, which involves contact with the general 

public.  If you are unable to obtain PPE through your existing supply chain, the SMBC PPE 

request process provides you with guidance as to how you can request accredited PPE to 

School 
undertakes a 

risk assessment 
of PPE 

requirements 
against current 

guidance 

Priority needs 
identified and 
assumptions 

applied to 
calculate 

stock request 

School explore usual PPE 
supply source. If PPE 
unavailable, eligible 

schools can request PPE 
via email to 

seis@solihull.gov.uk 
(once per week)  

Request 
reviewed, logged 

and sense 
checked.  

Delivery made 
within 24 hours 

(Mon-Fri) 

mailto:seis@solihull.gov.uk
mailto:seis@solihull.gov.uk
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undertake your work duties safely.  By using PPE you have obtained outside of this policy 

you are potentially putting yourself and the public at risk of transmitting COVID19. 

 

6.4. I may be required to drive a child or young person in my car or travel with them in 

another vehicle. Can I have PPE? What about if I need to handle their belongings and / or 

help them into and out of the car? 

Yes, for all journeys where social distancing cannot be maintained, a mask must be worn. If 

you are going to need to make physical contact such as to support a young to get into the 

car and fasten them in, or you will be handling luggage or belongings, gloves and an apron 

must also be worn. 

 

6.5. If I have PPE can I go into a property to visit a child or young person where they or a 

member of their household are displaying symptoms or have been diagnosed with Covid-

19? 

No, generally speaking staff should not be entering such properties as matter of course. If 

there was an emergency situation an immediate risk assessment would be completed in 

conjunction with managers to determine which services are best placed to intervene and to 

transport children if this is required.  

 

6.6. There are situations within a school setting when it is not possible to put on PPE before 

having close physical contact, for example, if a child spontaneously hugs a member of 

staff or if there is a need to physically restrain a child.  There may also be instances when 

this involves splashing of bodily fluids.  What should I do if this happens? 

Carry out hand hygiene immediately afterwards and if any exposed areas of skin have been 

splashed with bodily fluids they should also be washed thoroughly with soap and water.   

Any clothing that is splashed with bodily fluids should be removed if possible.  Upon 

returning home it is recommended that clothing is removed and laundered separately at 

the highest possible temperature setting. 

 

 

 

For PPE enquiries, please contact seis@solihull.gov.uk  

May 2020 

mailto:seis@solihull.gov.uk

