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A process for supporting children with English as an additional language and possible special educational needs.
The following is a suggested process for EAL pupils who may have additional needs. The process is designed to enable specialist support services and the EAL Service to work together more effectively to support children and schools achieve the very best for children who may have additional needs as well as English as an additional language. 
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Initial assessment of all pupils referred (by school) for additional language results in an Initial Pupil Profile (IPP)


All assessment requests result in advice and a report and some at KS1+ in direct support. 


EYFS occasionally receive support where there are additional concerns.











Pupils causing concern.


These pupils are identified by 


School tracking processes 


Assessments in school eg Language Link


EAL tracking 


Class teacher observation


EAL teacher observation


Parent concern





Pupils causing concern will result in some or all of the following actions


Parent consultation


Language profiling/1st language assessments (involving parents)


Teacher consultation


Liaison with community schools


Liaison with other agencies already involved


Informal assessments of pupils 


Collation of relevant information by school (eg medical history, previous exposure to English, personal/family background, etc)








EAL Service will give advice which may recommend that input is sought from other agencies. Once a referral has been made it is recommended that an initial meeting takes place between the specialist teacher/therapist and the EAL teacher to discuss next steps.  Where there is lack of clarity or agreement about the next steps then pupils may be discussed at a SISS/EAL panel meeting and recommendations made. Discussions on EAL pupils who require specialist support from other agencies can also be raised at a regular panel meeting currently attended by representatives from the EAL team and the CLD team








Specialist support services involvement and possible assessment; EAL Service and SISS will liaise on the following:


Sharing of relevant information and formulating a plan of action


Possible referral to other services


Appropriate assessment including possible use of standardised tests*


Language of assessment and possible use of interpreters


Feedback to parents – ideally this should be done jointly 








*A note about the use of standardised scores/testing


In the first instance any test used which has not been standardised on EAL learners would usually be reported back qualitatively without standardised scores and reading/spelling ages.   The focus would be on identifying a pupil’s approach to tasks and activities, areas of strength, specific areas of concern and providing advice for targeting future support.


Standardised scores would only be included if their inclusion was considered helpful in understanding a pupils’ learning profile.


Where standardised testing is used reports would be worded to make it clear why they had been used and qualifications included about the validity of test use with EAL learners


Liaison between EAL staff and specialist support staff will be important in order to decide how best to present assessment findings


Following targeted teaching/support if progress remains a concern and further assessment is advised then standardised test scores could be used, but for comparison with previous performance rather than making a comparison with peers. 








Statutory assessment/ EHC assessment


Liaison with Educational Psychologist regarding appropriate testing and possible use of interpreters


Continued liaison with parents regarding the EHC plan  process


EAL Service to be invited to reviews and to input in planning provision as appropriate


Monitoring to continue as appropriate





No further involvement from SISS


EAL Service to continue to provide advisory support to school and to input into planning provision where necessary





SEN Support/School support


EAL Service to be invited to  reviews and to input in planning provision as appropriate


EAL Service to continue to monitor pupil as appropriate


EAL Service to liaise with other agencies 


Continued liaison with parents








POSSIBLE OUTCOMES
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